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SUBJECT: EDITORIAL REACTION TO TURKISH DEFENSE MINISTERS 
PROTEST 

REF: ANKARA'S 2614 

1. WRITING IN CONSERVATIVE "ELLINIKOS VORRAS" MAY 10 CHIEF 
EDITOR ELIAS KYROU SCORES TURKISH DEFENSE MINISTER ISIK FOR 
HIS RECENT PROTEST TO NATO OVER GREEK REARMAMENT. 

2. AT A TIME WHEN EUROPE ADMITS ITS CONVENTIONAL FORCES ARE 
WEAK AND WHEN ACCUSES NATO ALLIES OF 

NOT SEEING ADEQUATELY TO THEIR OWN DEFENSE, HOW CAN TURKEY 
CONSIDER GREECE WRONG IN TRYING TO ARM HERSELF AS BEST SHE CAN, 
ASKS KYROU. "IS THE NATO GOAL TO HAVE THE ALLIANCE STRONG, 

OR WEAK AND DISARMED?" MAYBE, HE CONJECTURES, TURKISH GOAL 
IS TO "AGAIN GET FREE WEAPONS FROM AMERICANS" TO REDERESS 
GREEK-TURKISH BALANCE OF POWER. 

3. WHY, CONTINUES KYROU, SHOULD TURKEY WITH 36 MILLION PEOPLE 
AND 500,000 PEACE TIME TROOPS BE AFRAID OF GREECE WITH ONLY 
NINE MILLION PEOPLE? IF BALANCE OF POWER IS ISSUE, IT 

SHOULD BE POINTED OUT THAT "GREAT POWER" TURKEY NOW RECEIVING 
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AND BULGARIA, "FRIENDLY COUNTRIES OF COURSE, BUT NOT MEMBERS 
OF ATLANTIC ALLIANCE AND AWARE OF PRESENCE OF SOVIET SHIPS 
NEAR CYPRUS AND CYTHERA", FEELS NEED TO STRENGTHEN ITS ARMORY 
TO EXTENT POSSIBLE TO "ENABLE IT TO DO TIS DUTY TOWARD WEST 
AND AID TURKEY HOLD THE STRAITS". KYROU CONCLUDES "IF THIS 
IRRITATES TURKS— THIS IS OF NO CONCERN TO GREECE”. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS MILDEST EDITORIAL ON POTENTIALLY EXPLOSUVE 
SUBJECT WE HAVE READ FROM FIRE-EATING KYROU IN SOME TIME. 

IN VIEW KYROU'S KNOWN CLOSE CONNECTION WITH SOME OF GOG 
MILITARY LEADERS, ARTICLE MAY REFLECT SOME SOFTENING OR COOLING 
IN THUS FAR INTRANSIGENT OFFICIAL STAND TOWARD TURKS. 

ANOTHER POSSIBLY RELEVANT INDICATOR IS FACT THAT MINISTER 
OF NATIONAL DEFENSE, EX-GENERAL EFSTATHIOS LATSOUDIS, VISITING 
NORTHER GREECE MAY 8 AND 9, PROCEEDED ONLY TO GREEK INSTAL- 
LATIONS ON OR NEAR BULGARIAN BORDER (SERRES, RUPEL AND 
KOULA), UNLIKE PRECEDING VISITS BY CHIEF OF ARMY, ARMED 
FORCES CHIEF AND PRESIDENT GHIZIKIS, WHO ALL FEATURED INSPECTIONS 
OF UNITS IN EVROS AREA, FACING TURKEY, AS PROMINENT ELEMENT 
OF THEIR TRIPS. 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY BUILDUP, DIPLOMATIC PROTESTS, REARMAMENT, BALANCE OF POWER, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 MAY 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GarlanWA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974THESSA00240 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 15-0403 
From: THESSALONIKI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740555/aaaabxim.tel 

Line Count: 82 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: ANKARA'S 2614 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GarlanWA 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 5 MAY 2002 by elyme>; APPROVED <1 1 FEB 2003 by GarlanWA> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EDITORIAL REACTION TO TURKISH DEFENSE MINISTER'S PROTEST 
TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, GR, TU 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




